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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

tion 202 authority, and consists of approximately 860 acres
within two separate tracts bordering USFS lands on the west
side of the Tobacco Root Mountains near Whitehall, Mon-
tana. The Tobacco Root Tack-ons were to be studied in con-
junction with the Forest Service’s further planning area,
Middle Mountain-Tobacco Roots, as part of the Deerlodge
National Forest management plan. The Deerlodge National
Forest completed their Forest Plan in September 1987, but
did not specifically address the adjacent BLM’s Tobacco
Roots Tack-on WSA. The goals identified in the Forest Plan
for USFS lands adjacent to the WSA included, “To provide
high quality motorized recreation opportunities.”  The lands
are not being considered for wilderness. As a Section 202
WSA, the BLM should consider disposition of this WSA
during the RMP process.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CONDITIONS

ECONOMICS

Laws, Regulations, and Policies

• National Environmental Policy Act of 1972 (42 U.S.C.
4321)

• Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)

• Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations

Affected Environment

The following section provides a summary of demographic
and economic trend information, followed by a description
of the key industries in the planning area that could be af-
fected by BLM management actions. Area industries most
heavily affected by BLM land management policies and
programs are: (1) production agriculture, in particular cattle
grazing and production, (2) forest products, including log-
ging and post and pole production, 3) mining and mineral
exploration, and (4) travel, tourism and recreation, with BLM
lands providing areas for hunting and fishing, hiking and
camping, and general sight-seeing, as well as providing
important habitat for area fish and wildlife that spend time
both on and off BLM lands. Additional detailed informa-
tion on demographic and economic trends of Beaverhead
and Madison counties prepared by the Center for the Rocky
Mountain West is available by contacting BLM.

DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW
Certain defining features of every area heavily influence
and shape the nature of local economic activity. Principal
among these are the size of the area’s population, the pres-
ence of or proximity to large cities or regional population
centers, types of longstanding industries such as agriculture
or forestry or mining, area racial and cultural features, and
predominant land and water features and unique area ameni-
ties. Within a larger context, both Beaverhead and Madison
Counties are rural in nature, having no large cities and be-
ing relatively sparsely populated. While the two counties
border each other and occupy a common area, each county
has a different dominant population center.  
growing urban area with 40,000 people located in Gallatin

Bozeman, a fast-

Table 46 
Recommendations on WSAs in the Dillon Field Office 

WSA Name WSA Number Total Acreage Acres Recommended Acres Recommended 
for Wilderness for non-Wilderness 

Ruby Mountains MT-076-001 26,611 15,615 10,996 

Blacktail Mountains MT-076-002 17,479 10,586 6,893 

East Fork Blacktail Deer Creek MT-076-007 6,230 0 6,230 

Hidden Pasture Creek MT-076-022 15,509 0 15,509 

Bell/Limekiln Canyons MT-076-026 9,650 0 9,650 

Henneberry Ridge MT-076-028 9,806 0 9,806 

Axolotl Lakes  MT-076-069 7,804 0 7,804 

Centennial Mountains MT-ISA-002 27,691 23,054 4,637 

Farlin Creek (Section 202) MT-076-034 1,139 610 529 

Total (Percent Total) 121,919 49,865 (40.9%) 72,054 (59.1%) 
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